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February 2001
WINTER WEATHER
In addition to the usual business slowdown in the winter, some of us have had other
troubles. Joy Wuest, Natural Bridge Caverns, TX reported an ice storm with broken
tree limbs and downed power lines. Blanchard Springs, AR also reported an ice storm
of weeks duration. Fantastic Caverns, MO and Marengo Cave Ntl. Landmark, IN have
had cancellations due to heavy snow. Is it spring yet??
NEW RESOURCES
At our meeting in Tucson last fall, Mike Adams, Mammoth Cave Ntl. Park, KY spoke
briefly about the National Association for Interpretation, based in Ft. Collins, CO.
Check out their website at www.interpnet.org or call 888-900-8283. The association
has created various levels of membership to meet the various needs of this diverse
field. There’s something for everyone here.
GIFT SHOW NEWS
This editor had the opportunity to attend the Atlanta Gift Show in January. This is a
major market, with three buildings of fourteen-plus floors, lasting almost two weeks.
While many of the usual vendors exhibited, there were also companies and products
that were new to me. I found some nice, inexpensive gemstone jewelry from Alex
Carol, new candles from Crystal Journey, and windchimes accented with gemstones
from Songs of the Winds. Has everyone seen Soapworks, the small soaps that look like
the various gems and minerals? Displayed in a huge glass bowl, they make a really
colorful, fragrant statement. There were lots of show specials (mostly free freight and
extended dating, but hey, every little bit helps) and lots of buyer amenities (ever been
to an Oxygen bar?) ranging from foods to massages. I’ll be happy to pass along any
information on these products and discuss the show with you. Next up is the Denver
market. The April issue of Cave Talk will have that show review.
CLASSIFIEDS
Frank Hurley, Jacob’s Cave, MO suggested having a classified page for anyone
interested in employment opportunities. Send any needs you might have and we’ll be
happy to post them.
NEW PERSONNEL
Phil Burns has joined the staff of Marengo Cave Ntl. Landmark as their Chief Operating
Officer. He will gradually take over day-to-day operations management from Gary
Roberson. Phil has many years of management in his background. He looks forward
to meeting everyone at next year’s convention. Gary will be concentrating his time in
http://diamondcaverns.com/nca/february_01.htm
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to meeting everyone at next year’s convention. Gary will be concentrating his time in
finance, advertising and new project development.
Mick Holm, former Deputy Superintendent at Mammoth Cave, is the new
Superintendent at Carlsbad Caverns, NM.
Replacing Mick at Mammoth is Bruce Powell. Wayne Elliot, new Chief Ranger and
Mark DePoy, new chief of Science and Resource Management, join Bruce.
Congratulations and good luck to all of them!
NEW IMAX MOVIE
From Gordon Smith, NSS/NCA liaison... “In mid-March the IMAX movie “Amazing
Caves” will be released and begin showing at IMAZ theaters across the country.
Although the movie is about cave exploring rather than show caves, it is being
produced in cooperation with the NSS and thus should show safe caving practices, in
addition to being very sensitive to the fragile nature and the conservation of caves. It
will be a good opportunity to distribute your brochures at the theater along with local
NSS folks distributing educational materials on caves. Contact your local NSS grotto
and/or IMAX Theater to see what they have planned and how you can contribute to the
education of the public concerning this important subject”. You can also visit the
website at www.amazingcaves.com for a play list showing when and where the movie
will be playing.
TIDBITS
John Sagendorf and crew at Howe Caverns NY have an entire year’s worth of special
events planned, which their local Chamber of Commerce publishes in their newsletter.
This is great since the newsletter then goes out to anyone who requests information on
Schoharie County, the heart of NY State.
Shawn and Michelle Devaney, Longhorn Cavern State Park TX, have an abovegroundguided nature trail tour.
TIA announced its nationwide National Tourism Week May6-12, 2001.
CAVE CLEANUPS
Wind Cave National Park, SD has started
weekly cave restoration projects along their
Natural Entrance Tour Route. Thus far 60
five-gallon buckets of asphalt, wood or trail
construction debris have been removed from
the cave.
Carlsbad Caverns NM volunteers removed
approximately 25 pounds of lint from various
portions of the cave.
Volunteers at Howe Caverns NY spent more
than 100 hours removing lint, moss and
algae during its annual cleaning. Who says
http://diamondcaverns.com/nca/february_01.htm
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algae during its annual cleaning. Who says
winter isn’t busy?
DISCOUNTS
(We all like these) Accell Graphics is
offering special NCA member discounts on
brochure pricing. Contact Ed Baxter or
Janet Given at 1-888-372-2285. Special
pricing is also available on postcards.
PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS
New office space, an employee luncheon
and conference room and air-conditioning
Howe Caverns Volunteers
the snack bar are almost completed at
Marengo Cave Ntl. Landmark, IN and will add over 2,000 square feet to the main
building.
Lost River Cave KY has completed their water wheel
entrance to the park.
REQUEST FOR INFO
Paul Steward is gathering material on true stories of
murders, kidnappings, ghosts, and other weirdness
associated with caves. If you can help him out, contact
him at 277 Clamer Rd., Trenton, NJ 08628 609-5309743 pddb@juno.com
SEARS, HOLLYWOOD, AND HAWAII
Chuck Thorne, Ka’eleku Caverns HI tells us Sears filmed a two-minute commercial for
Craftsman Flashlights in Ka’eleku. It should air nationwide in about a month – Chuck
even had a speaking part in it. The neighbors, who had been sort of touchy about
having a cave on their street, were very impressed Sears Roebuck would come to film
there. Sears was impressed when they found Chuck had purchased around $4000
worth of flashlights. The Discovery Channel will also be shooting a segment in the
cave in about a month, in addition to one they will be doing of Chuck scuba-caving in
another cave.
NEW SAFETY GUIDELINES
Ann Molosky, Lincoln Caverns PA, alerts us to the new edition of the Girl Scout
handbook, Safety-Wise, that has the guidelines for activities Girl Scouts participate in
and that leaders MUST follow. Previously, caving guidelines were not published in the
handbook but this time they are. Those caves that offer a wild trip experience to their
scout groups may want to contact the NCA office for a listing of these regulations. Girl
Scout insurance MIGHT NOT cover an accident or injury if these guidelines are not
followed. Girl Scout Council offices will also have a copy of Safety-Wise.
CORRECTIONS
This editor will make every attempt to make sure the information given you in Cave
Talk is accurate and will promptly correct anything she finds out is erroneous, with most
http://diamondcaverns.com/nca/february_01.htm
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Talk is accurate and will promptly correct anything she finds out is erroneous, with most
humble apologies. Therefore, she must report that the dates given for the NCA annual
meeting next November are still being finalized. Hope no one has made any
reservations for travel yet. Additionally, the booklet “Living with Karst, A Fragile
Foundation” is not yet available. Publication will hopefully be sometime this spring.
Thank you to those who called these matters to my attention and apologies for any
inconvenience to all.
NCA WEBSITE
Those of you adding websites may want to link with the NCA website. For a $50
annual fee, webmaster Tim Grissom will happily hook you up. Send $50 and your
website address to us at P.O.Box 280, Park City KY 42160. This is also a good
opportunity to remind everyone of our new toll-free number – 1-866-55-CAVES (5522837)
EUREKA!
Randy Langover with Cosmic Caverns reports that the 1997 host NCA convention
center site in Eureka has burned down. No foul play was suspected and plans to
rebuild are under way.
COSMIC CLASSROOM
Cosmic Caverns is proud to announce the creation of Arkansas’s first underground
classroom. The new program was created with the help of Tom Aley. They are
targeting 4th to 6th graders. The cave will be referred to as an “Underground Aquifer” in
the program. The program will include a variety of water tests including: ph, TDS (total
dissolved solids) and temperature to name a few. Additionally they will attempt to
collect aquatic life (cave crayfish) for visual observation and release. An additional
classroom will be present in the gift shop area in addition to the facilities in the cave.
FROM THE RUSS CAMPBELL FILE
(You didn’t think we would eliminate THIS part, did you?!?) “Do not follow where the
path may lead….go instead where there is no path and leave the trail.”
PHOTO GALLERY
I thought it would be fun to have a
member photo gallery here on our online
version of the newsletter. The gallery is
open to any NCA member to submit a
neat cave pic. The photo can be of either
a wild or commercial cave. This is just for
fun. Submissions may be in slide, print or
electronic format. Please don't send
original media. Feel free to e-mail me
electronic media:
(gary@diamondcaverns.com)
Pictured right:
Caver Shane Fryer shown standing in the "Pothole
http://diamondcaverns.com/nca/february_01.htm
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Passage" in Fisher Ridge Cave, KY.
Fisher Ridge is over 98 miles long now!
Photo by:
Gary Berdeaux taken with a Casio digital camera.
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